
 

Day 4  

 

Who amoung you would hand your son a stone when he asks for a loaf of bread or a snake when he asks 

for a fish? Mt. 7:9-10 

Jesus poses a challenging question here which is sandwhiched right between two very popular and oft 

quoted bits of scripture.  Seek and you will find…and do unto others as you would have them do unto 

you. 

 

But this little bit is so powerful to me.  Who would give their child the exact opposite of what they ask 

for?  No one…but what if your child asked for a snake, and instead you gave them a fish?  In our culture 

there are all sorts of references to why God seemingly answers some prayers, and not others.  They 

range from “God answers all prayers, sometimes the answer is no” to cheesy country songs about 

unanswered prayers.  The reality of the matter is this.  Our Lord wants to give us the greatest blessings, 

and WE don’t always know what those are.  I have prayed so hard before to get a certain job, that in 

retrospect probably would have kept me from doing what I’m doing now.  At the time, I prayed fervently 

because the path seemed so right, but now, I know that God had His loving hand on me all along.   

This goes deeply into the question of why does God allow evil in the world, or bad things to happen to 

good people, and the answer is that we all have free will, but there is a deeper meaning here than the 

nature of good and evil, and it is this…God makes all things new. Rev. 21:5 

Or to put it another way, as a dear priest friend once told me… “God writes straight with crooked lines” 

Or most simply the central message of the gospel…In death, there is new life.  In darkness there is light, 

in sin forgiveness.  It is for this reason that we believe even when we don’t see the results of our prayer, 

in the way we might want or expect, we can believe that God is working. 


